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The Effect of Young Generation’s
Fairness Perception on Hopelessness:
Mediating Effect of Perceived Control and

Moderating Effect of Self-Esteem

Kyue Han An Min Hee Kim

Korea Counseling Graduate University

The purpose of this study is to confirm the effect of the young generation's Fairness perception on the
hopelessness at the present time when the hopelessness of the future that young generation is
experiencing is growing with social interest. This study examined the mediating effects of the perceived
control and moderating effect self-esteem between the fairness perception and the hopelessness of the
young generation. For this purpose, the self-reporting data of 313 young people in their 20s and 30s
were collected. The results were as follows: First, fairness awareness was positively correlated with
perceived control and self-esteem, and the hopelessness was negatively correlated with fairness awareness,
perceive control and self-esteem. Second, perceived control mediated between fairness perception and the
hopelessness, Third, self-esteem moderated the relationship between the fairness perception and the
hopelessness. The high self-esteem group showed little change in hopelessness due to fairness perception
while the low self-esteem group showed a big change in hopelessness due to fairness perception, which
means that high self-esteem plays a role in alleviating hopelessness when fairness perception is low. The
results of this study can be used as basic data to plan ways to improve mental health and quality of

life.
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