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The Effect of confirmation bias on Intentionality Judgment:

The Role of Crime Typicality and Seriousness

Seung-Hyuk Choi

Inst. of Defense Acquisition Program, Kwangwoon Univ.

Confirmation bias is well known to be the cause of widespread misjudgment in the field of forensic
decision-making. In this study, we examined the psychological mechanisms by which confirmation bias
affects intentionality judgment in serious injury and death cases that combine the moral characteristics of
the perpetrator and victim differently. As a result, participants perceived the case as a more typical
criminal case when both the perpetrator and victim were bad people, and gave higher intention to
perpetrators’ actions in these typical crimes. In particular, it was found that people with a high degree of
confirmation bias highly judge the intention of the offenders in a consistent way with the stereotype of
criminal cases. However, in serious criminal cases, the moderate effect of confirmation bias has
disappeared and only the effect of crime typicality has existed. Finally, we discussed implications of this

study and ways to reduce bias in intentionality judgment.

Key words : confirmation bias, crime vypicality, crime seriousness, moral character, intentionality judgment
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