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The Effect of Exposure to Misogynistic Words on

Explicit and Implicit Attitudes toward Women

Min Young Kim Joowon Park Sumin Heo Ji Hye Kwon

Keimyung University

In Korean society, words related to misogyny are being created and spread out in the Internet
communities and the Internet news posts comments. This study was conducted to investigate if exposure
to misogynistic words affects misogynistic attitudes toward women. Study 1 examined the relationship
between exposure of misogynistic words (the number of misogynistic words known and the level of
Internet comments viewed) and explicit misogynistic attitudes. As a result, the greater the exposure of
misogynistic words, the less explicit misogynistic attitudes were found among men. The result can be
explained as a desensitization of stimuli caused by repetitive exposure to media. In Study 2, experiments
were conducted to manipulate the exposure of misogynistic words and to identify the relationship between
implicit misogynistic attitudes through implicit association tests. Results of analysis show that implicit
misogyny attitude is stronger as male participants are exposed to misogynistic words. The finding of this
study suggests that explicit and implicit attitudes toward misogyny can diverge. It also implies that the

exposure to misogynistic words can affect men's and women's attitudes in a different manner.

Key words . misogymy, misogynistic words, explicit attitude, implicit attitude, gender differences

- 300 -



S|
=,

0] BA|

=
=

el

t

]

<}

12 CHOfoi] o

[S)
=

s /0y

201y

K-
TR
o

x
4

N

HO

W

uie)

3n

=
=1

o4 ol

ol

A

ol

N

A2

ol

oo

el

¢
gR

o

aK

iobl

o

X

o

,AO

B/
&

B

N

T ok
o =

i
e

)

on

xr
Bo

1

s
o

A}

}

k<]
gl

il

o

o

xr
=7

ol
Mo
Ar

~

ol

il

=3
TE

- 301 -




