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Mirrors that Illuminate Culture: Koreans’ Cultural Orientation

Reflected in Pop Music Preferences

Inyeong Lee Hyekyung Park

Department of Psychology, Sungshin Women’s University

This study examined whether popular music lyrics, the new research topic, reflect changes in Koreans’
cultural orientation and whether individuals® cultural orientation is related to the genre of popular music
that they prefer. In Study 1, we content analyzed popular music lyrics from 1980 to 2018 to see if
Koreans’ cultural orientations changed over time. The analysis showed that as the release dates
approached the 2010s, the lyrics expressed the ideal attitudes of individualist cultures more frequently
than those of collectivist cultures; this suggests that Koreans have gradually become more individualistic
over time. In Study 2, we examined the relationships between individuals’ cultural orientations,
preferences for various genres of popular music, and functions of music. The analysis showed that people
with more collectivistic attitudes tended to prefer mid- and low-arousal music, such as Ballads and
Rap/Hiphop, while those with less collectivistic attitudes preferred high-arousal music, such as Rock/Metal.
This result is partly consistent with the hypothesis that collectivistic people would prefer lower to higher
arousal music. In addition, our analysis showed the strongest positive relationship between collectivism and
the social function of music; this result can be interpreted as indicating that collectivistic people use
music to maintain good interpersonal relationships. This paper concludes by discussing the implications of

these findings, the limitations of this study, and directions for further research.

Key words : popular music, cultural ovientation, content analysis, functions of music
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