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The Effect of Active elderly’
Participation in Everyday activities on Citizen Participation:
The mediating effect of Small Community Cohesion

and the moderating effect of Small Community Selfishness

Juil Rie Taewoong Kim Pilhyun Kim Hansong Lee

Hallym University, Hallym Institute of Applied Psychology

Since the early 2000s, Korea has continued to increase the proportion of the elderly population due to low
fertility and increased life expectancy. As a result, Korea has now entered the aging society. Because of this
demographic change, proportion of active elderly have increased, and many academics, such as sociology,
economics, and psychology, have conducted various studies on the active elderly. This study focused on
active elderly based on the activity theory of old age and the positive effect of small community
participation activity on the elderly. The purpose of this study is to examine whether active elderly’
participation in everyday activities, small community participation of the elderly affect citizen participation
actively in society as a citizen, and in the process, mediates the effect of small community cohesion and the
moderating effect of small community selfishness. This study performed a stepwise regression analysis and a
hierarchical regression analysis of 700 elderly people who are participated actively in various small
communities. As a result, the partial mediating effect of small community cohesion was shown in the
relationship between participation in everyday activities and citizen participation, and the moderating effect
of small community selfishness was also shown. These findings suggest that government and interested
parties need to develop and implement policies for the small community participation of elderly citizens in

consideration of their small community activities, small community cohesion and small community egoism.

Key words : Active aging, Participation in everyday activity, Citizen participation, Small community cohesion, Small

community selfishness, Small community
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