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A Validation study of the Korean Version
of Material Values Scale

Ji Hae You Kyoung Ok Seol

Ewha Womans University

Materialistic values can be a important variable to understand Koreans' psychological well-being and
mental health. This study aimed to validate the Korean version of the Material Values Scale
(K-MVS)(Richins & Dawson, 1992). In study 1, we performed confirmatory factor analysis(CFA) to
ascertain the three factor model of the original MVS using 417 Korean undergraduate student data(sample
1). The CFA confirmed the three-factor model of the MVS. Yet, three items that yielded low factor
loadings in this study as well as in other MVS validation studies were excluded from the final model. In
study 2, content, construct, and concurrent validity of the K-MVS were examined with 650 undergraduate
student data(Sample 2). We also tested measurement invariance across two groups(i.e., college student
group of Sample 2 and employee group of Sample 3). The result revealed that the three-factor model of
the K-MVS hold true across the two groups. Lastly test-retest reliability was calculated with 408 female
college student data(Sample 4) that filled out K-MVS twice within 6 months. These findings suggest that

the K-MVS is a reliable and valid measure for assessing materialistic values in Korea.

Key words : Materialism, Korean Material Values Scale, validity, reliability
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