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The Implicit Representation of the

May 18 Gwangju Democratic Movement

Jaechang Bae

Chonnam National University

This study verified whether university students of Gwangju and Jeollanam-do recall negative information
like violence and death faster than positive information like democratic community about the May 18
Gwangju democratic movement in implicit dimension. University students of Gwangju responded faster
when the May 18 combined with the pictures of negative content. However, university students of
Jeollanam-do responded marginally faster when the May 18 combined with the pictures of positive
content. In addition, the students performed implicit evaluation test towards the May 18. The students of
Gwangju showed a slightly negative attitude towards the May 18, while the students of Jeollanam-do
showed a positive attitude towards the May 18. This study acquires significance because it confirmed that
university students of Gwangju have an implicit representation similar to trauma and a terrible feeling

about the May 18.

Key words : Gwangju democratic movement, trauma, democratic community, implict representation, implicit evaluation
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