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Cultural characteristics of Korean interpersonal
relationships and scale development

- affective relationships

Yoon Park Hyungin Shim Sook Jong Lee

Sungkyunkwan University

The purpose of this study was to examine the cultural characteristics of Korean interpersonal relationships.
A total of 45 preliminary items were selected through book and literature review about the characteristics
of the Korean or Korean society in study 1. The first survey data were collected from the Korean
university students. Through the item analysis and Exploratory Factor Analysis(EFA), 4 factors composed
of 32 items were extracted. Four factors were found: ‘friendly attitude, harmony, jeong(interpersonal
affection), keeping relationship’, and using content analysis, 20 items were refined. Study 2 was
conducted with the data collected from the Korea adults. As the result of carrying out EFA and
Confirmatory Factor Analysis(CFA), the final 17 items were fixed as an affective relationships scale of the
Korean. And CFA were implemented to evaluate discriminative validity. Finally, the implications and

limitations of this study were discussed.

Key words : Korean culture, affective relationships, scale development
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