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Why and Who Participate in Illegal Gambling?:
The Psychological Characteristics of Illegal Gamblers

Junbok Lee Sangyeon Yoon Taekyun Hur

Korea University

The previous researches of gambling have been rather focused on the legal gambling industry and
gambling addiction and ignored the issue of illegal gambling. But, illegal gambling in Korea has been
continuously growing in its volume and the numbers of the relevant mental and social problems such as
gambling addiction, crimes, suicides, and etc. have been increasing rapidly. The present study investigated
the psychological characteristics of illegal gamblers with comparing gamblers who never experienced illegal
gambling (NE), who experienced illegal gambling but participate mainly in legal gambling (EIG), and
who participate mainly in illegal gambling (MIG). 1317 NEs, 177 EIGs, and 37 MIGs were recruited
and completed an online survey that measured individual dispositions (risk-taking tendency, regulatory
focus, locus of control), attitudes towards gambling regulations, misconception of illegal gambling, motives
(monetary, excitement, socialization), and emotions. First, EIGs and MIGs, compared to NEs, preferred
risk-taking, and EIGs were more promotion focused than NEs. Also, EIGs perceived illegal gambling as
less illegal and tended to hold more misconceptions about illegal gambling, compared to NEs.
Furthermore, EIGs and MIGs had stronger monetary and excitement motivation than NEs. Finally, MIGs
were more likely to feel anxious than other groups. Focusing on the illegality of gambling, the

characteristics of illegal gamblers are discussed and political implication on illegal gambling is suggested.

Key words : illegal gambling, individual disposition, perception on law, gambling motivation, emotion during

gambling
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