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The Relation among Residential Mobility, Values of

Independence, and Preference for Uniqueness

Hyekyung Park

Department of Psychology, Sungshin Women’s University

This research examined the relation between personal history of residential moves and psychological
independence. In particular, this research tested how actual self-importance (vis-a-vis perceived social
importance) of values (Study 1) and preference for uniqueness (Study 2) would vary as a function of past
experience of moving. The results showed that personal history of residential moves was positively linked
to actual self-importance of individualistic values and perceived social importance of collectivistic values. In
addition, the results demonstrated that individuals with frequent residential moves generally showed a
greater liking for uniqueness. The implications of these results for the direction of causation between
residential mobility and psychological independence are discussed and suggestions for future research are

made.
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