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(Amir, 1969; Dixon, Durrheim, & Tredoux, 2005;
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1994; Pettigrew & Tropp, 2006). HE A o] 9
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Hewstone, Cairns, & Voci, 2004; Turner, Crisp, &
Lambert, 2007).
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g 3A AN 7M. F e B 2
THCameron, Rutland, Brown, & Douch, 2006;
Paolini et al., 2004; Wright, Aron, McLaughlin-
Volpe, & Ropp, 1997).
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o] #=A &7] wl&o]tKPhinney, Ferguson, &
Tate, 1997; Turner, Hewstone, & Voci, 2007). %
29 Fudl Ug F84 A4S AN 9
o F&ds A7 tin wReke 390l 2
FACl olew A3, $od 19 54U
o171 Aol Am gl olSAAE 4 ol
o 4AHe 4§ AL R Sl gk
S8 A% PAe AR WE §249
H&o] WA Basx) wohe Aol sleld
£ A5Hd % olgnt Agdez B
B8 AL AUt & ¢ 9ot o] ®

| XA Eofob stE =
Zo] 7139} #AA" EAZEE AFEA
sttt SIS A A Tt(Turner & Crisp, 2010).
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7 wRel OF Pust AAAE 5o 3y
flol Tegon tael 4% 9 nF Y
& el AL eiaked, 43 A5
g 71 APES A 1% ol 9w
o dgt AAS FaAI7)E d ZBAQA
ol € F &S HoFodth A HEe 4
Pt Je SA FHedol vlE} o UEES
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Holman-Nicolas, & Powell, 2011),
thesl 7hgel Al enl, 2012) 5 HFR
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s| 0}_7::0]\—4’(Cri5p et al., 2009; Turner & West,
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2 UE 7Hd B3 g 7
ARl RS Ad AEEC]
s°l vlal o2t WAl o]
= A¥ol USE W ThBerscheid et al, 1971;
Feingold, 1988; Folkes, 1982; Price & Vandenberg,
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The Effect of Imagined Contact on Attraction to

Unattractive Women

Yong Hoe Heo Sean S. Kim Sun W. Park

Korea University

Previous research has demonstrated that imagined contact is useful to reducing prejudice against minorities
(e.g. Turner & Crisp, 2010). In this research, we investigated whether imagined contact increases
attraction to physically unattractive women, and whether this effect is moderated by perceiver's physical
attractiveness and appearance orientation in romantic relationships. Single male participants (n = 98)
responded to items assessing their physical attractiveness and appearance orientation, and then were
randomly assigned to one of the two conditions. In the imagined contact condition, participants were told
to imagine communicating with a physically unattractive woman and come up with some interesting
things about her. In the control condition, participants were told to simply imagine a physically
unattractive woman. Next, participants saw a picture of a physically unattractive woman and rated her
likeability, perceived attractiveness, and willingness to ask her out, which were averaged to form the
composite measure of attraction. We found a significant main effect of imagined contact, as expected.
This main effect was moderated by appearance orientation, but not by perceivers’ physical attractiveness.
The effect of imagined contact was significant among those low in appearance orientation, but not among

those high in appearance orientation.

Key words : contact theory, imagined contact, physical attractiveness, appearance orientation
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